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Set sail for a
long weekend
in the Arctic

POLAR ADVENTURE
On a wooden schooner, | vy



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/norway/articles/svalbard-for-the-weekend

- SVALBARD
EEN

A hnmmerand sickle plaque hung

" | above vodka bottles. For the barman,
| Kiril, from Moscow, this was a summer
‘ Johﬂehadnoplanstom There was

no Wi-Fi, or phone signal. He missed
hish‘&e?ds. I asked how many weeks

| he'd been there. “Two days?

Such settlements are very Svalbard,
00, Mette said. “There are very few of
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these really isolated places you can

Linden nosed through brash ice into

“a bay of beaten silver. Whiskered like a

Habsburg grandee and as rotund, a
bearded seal slid past on a floe. After
the anchor chain rattled down there
waslﬂenee.butforthe&:llbl;oomg{a
 the RIB, Nordenskiold
appeared chaotic, carved by win
weather and time. For up t0 10,000
ym'sithadggemedmundlnland
mountains, the top slipping faster than

| | the bottom to tear the ice into

mvmwﬁhmchllkegmnhou.
Now, atthem.itcnmetoameuyend 3

before Christ was born. It sounded like
popping bubble wrap.
‘We bobbed beneath wheeling
fulmars and kittiwakes and a
7 skua. There was a sudden

mandawhimbmageballoon -

. Then another. And another
- a pod of around 20 beluga whales.
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edge. While the glacier

‘tumgesintothem the ecosystem

spins. But s“_llmd’sgladmare
retreating ever

On our final morning we walked
across a shoreline of flame-orange
lichens and bleached whale vertebrae
into a minuscule forest - the polar
willow might be mere centimetres tall
but it's the world’s toughest tree.

Reindeer grazed the tundra ahead.

i ﬁvﬂmwwww
umans with Anything
smaller is ge! lower in nature’s

pecking order. We sat. Two came and
assessed me with huge eyes. It was
qu.itea moment,

1lingered; the silence,
watching the soar, the icy
mountains gleam and the sea shift

from steel to pewter and back. If polar

packed | wilderness demands anything of us

it’s that we be quiet for a while. You
can do that on a sailing ship. You yield
to your surroundings. You have to,
really. Without even realising, you
internalise Rasmus’s unspoken
;e:’ssuge about polar sustainability -

fragility.
I've had less fulfilling fortnights
away than my three-day trip. There’s
alsoaﬁve-day option, which I urge

you to make time for. I'm envious
“already.
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